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Yet since Handschin had not written down anything, no provisions were
made for the son. Jakob Weiss asked the Cantonal Executive of Canton
Basel-Landschaft for a sum of 5,000 rubles for Wladimir's education and
training which was to be administered by Jakob Wirz, who had given
financial help to the young man. In 1894 the Cantonal Executive decided
to send 1,000 rubles to Jakob Wirz for Wladimir's training since Wirz had
considered this sum as sufficient, yet subsequently Wirz sent additional bills
to Liestal. In the accounts of the Handschin Foundation the son lives on as
"Boy W." but then he disappeared without leaving a trace. 16

Heinrich Handschin's Death
The last years of "the Muscovite Handschin" as he was called in the
Basel area, were darkened by illness.
Death and Funeral Announcement
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It is our sad duty to announce to all
friends and acquaintances that according
to the Lord's will our dear brother and uncle
Heinrich Handschin
Ribbon manufacturer of Rickenbach
living in Basel has died after a long illness
at 3:30 a.m. on June 16, 1894, at the age
of 64 ½ years.
We ask to honor the memory the dear deceased.
The bereaved family and friends
The funeral takes place today, Monday,
June 18, at 4 p.m. in Gelterkinden.
16
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Liver, kidneys, heart and brain slowly deteriorated as a result of stroke
which he had suffered in 1892. Visits to doctors and spas could not stop the
slow degeneration. Although Heinrich Handschin was able to move around
quite freely until two weeks before his death and at times was able to take
a ride, there were times when he lost his memory and the ability speak as
is typical for this illness. Increasingly he suffered from emotional
confusion, lost his self-control in conversation and even was maudlin.
In the early morning of June 16, 1894, he died in Basel, at the age of
only 64, in total mental derangement.
The Last Carriage Ride
Once more the coachman harnessed the horses to the carriage to drive
Heinrich Handschin for one last time. On the day of his death, a Saturday,
Handschin was brought
to Gelterkinden and
was laid out in the
house of his friend
Bernhard Handschin.
On the following
Monday a large group
of mourners buried the
Muscovite. · Relatives
said goodbye, and the
entire Cantonal
Executive of BaselLandschaft attended the
funeral, many members
f th e La n d r a t "Handschin' s last trip" showing the road leading up to
0
the church of Gelterkinden

[Cantonal Legislature]
as well as people from
the towns of Rickenbach were in the funeral procession. The pastor of St.
Leonhard in Basel, Alfred Alther, preached according to the wish of the
deceased and also read his biography. With his choice of a preacher
Heinrich Handschin had given a sign: Alfred Alther organized possibilities
of vacations for poor children in Basel and was a pioneer of a free Christian
religion.
In addressing the mourners he referred to the Patriarch Jacob: "He had
left his home in his youth; he had served relatives in a foreign land for
twenty years and earned many possessions so that, upon his return, he was
able to say: 'I had nothing but this staff when I crossed the Jordan, and now
I have grown to two armies. "' 17 Other speakers were Edmund Tanner, the
17
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president of the Cantonal Executive, and National Councillor Edmund
Buser. Both praised the generosity of the deceased, his creative energy and
the enormous strength of his will. Edmund Tanner bade goodby to the
deceased with the words: "May our dear fellow citizen rest from his labors
and rest in peace!" 18
His Last Will
On June 16, 1894, the President of the Cantonal Executive of Canton
Basel-Landschaft received a telegram sent by the clerk of the Basel Civil
Court: "You are requested to send a delegate this afternoon in order to
receive important information from the Last Will of Heinrich Handschin
from Rickenbach, deceased today." 19 In his last Will of October 5, 1993,
Heinrich Handschin designated the Canton of Basel-Landschaft as his
primary heir. He also made bequests to many charitable institutions and to
relatives from near and far. This will had been drawn up by Dr. Wilhelm
Vischer, a notary public in Basel and replaced the one from 1889 and the
two additions of 1890 and 1891. The Last will of Moscow of 1893 for
54,000.00 rubles (at sfr.2.50 a ruble, about sfr. 135,000.00) remained valid.
According to the inventory of June 20, 1894, Handschin' s net assets
amounted to sfr. 2,354,742.62. (In comparison: in 1894Handschin's manor
house in Basel had an estimated value of sfr. 100,000.00 and the properties
in Rickenbach (cf. below) had an estimated value of sfr. 6,000.00).
The Family
Heinrich Hadnschin had no heirs who were entitled to receive a
statutory portion of his inheritance. His closest relatives in Basel were
mentioned first in his will. Since his will is one of very few documents
about Handschin's family, this entire part is quoted here:
"In addition to what I disposed in the will deposited in Moscow, I am
making the following bequests:
To my sister, Mrs. Elisabeth Waldner, nee Handschin, I bequeath her
present residence in Rickenbach, which I own, including the yard and the
orchard. After her death this property is to go to my nephew Gotthard
Handschin of Rickenbach, the son of my deceased brother Johannes
Handschin. Mrs. Waldner does not have to pay a security deposit. Should
she die before me, the property goes to the afore-mentioned nephew
immediately. Furthermore, I bequeath to my nephew Gotthard Handschin
the half of the house in Rickenbach which is his present residence as well
as the sum of sfr. 50,000.00.

18
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